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NORTH EAST MOBILE OBSERVATORY
OMNE is a landscape observatory project that helps one look  
at the landscape more effectively, an observatory that contains  
projects designed to heighten one’s sensitivity to the landscape  
through the practice of walking. Through the use of multidisciplinary 
input, OMNE promotes projects and activities in the local area  
that conduct photography campaigns, public walks, artist residencies, 
workshops, conferences, encounters, exhibitions and publications.

Benefitting from the promotion and financial support of Castelfranco 
Veneto’s Environmental and Productive Activities Department,  
the Prevention Department of ULSS 2 Marca Trevigiana and  
the University of Padua, the project also enjoys collaboration  
with the Faculty of Architecture of the University of Bologna.

Starting in 2016, OMNE has held two artist residencies, hosting fifteen 
creative individuals and running a well-organized programme of events. 
Its record, OMNE/WORK 2016-2018, which was published by Lettera 
Ventidue in 2018, is a collection of materials from the first three years  
of the Observatory’s activities. It won two prestigious awards,  
the 2019 European Design Artistic Catalogues Gold Prize (Warsaw)  
and the Red Dot Design Award Best of the Best (Berlin 2019).  
The second volume, OMNE/BEAUTY, is currently being published by 
Skinnerboox (2021) and will be presented at OMNEFEST, which will run  
from 4 September to 1 November 2021.

Artists in residency in the previous editions OMNE 2016 and 2018:
Mattia Balsamini, Francesca Cirilli, Anne Golaz, Christian Lange,  
Mårten Lange, Massimo Mastrorillo, Brent Meistre, Vittorio Mortarotti, 
Karin Apollonia Müller, Igor Ponti, Josef Schulz, Antoine Séguin,  
Nigel Shafran, Kirsti Taylor Bye, Tftf

Initiative promoted by
Municipality of Castelfranco Veneto
   Environmental and Sustainable 
   Mobility Department
   Territorial Development Department

 
In collaboration with
University of Padua
   Villa Parco Bolasco
ULSS2 Marca Trevigiana
   Prevention Department
University of Bologna  
   Department of Architecture
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3×8 — NATURE 
ARTISTS IN RESIDENCY

The call speaks for the place where various artistic disciplines  
come together in order to test ways of travelling across the local  
area and reading its landscape, thus promoting a new way of looking  
at contemporariness.

Each artist is called upon to develop their own personal project using 
photography and/or video. During the residency, they will have meetings, 
debates and discussions with instructors and experts who have been 
invited to take part, and the interdisciplinary contributions offered during 
these encounters will support the development of the artists’ work.

This, the third artist residency, Nature, will be held at the Villa Parco 
Bolasco – University of Padua, a prestigious venue in Castelfranco 
Veneto, and will open at the same time as the second OMNEFEST, a 
gathering dedicated to photography and the discovery of the landscape. 
This year, in keeping with tradition, the new artists invited  
to work on the theme of Nature will have a chance to meet the artists 
who were selected in 2018 and to attend the presentation and exhibition 
of the works produced as part of the OMNE/BEAUTY project.  
The residency programme will also feature the presence of two 
outstanding artists who have been invited to carry out a personal 
photographic project focussing on the Nature theme.  
For the entire residency period, Mark Steinmetz and Irina Rozovsky  
will be staying in Castelfranco Veneto, working as photographers and  
as instructors at the residency and at a workshop that will be held  
on the same days.

The OMNEFEST 2021 programme, which will open on 4 and 5 September, 
offers a well-organized schedule of exhibitions, conferences, meetings 
with artists, performance activities, workshops and a public walk.  
The selected artists will be able to go, together with the artists present, 
to shows by Mark Steinmetz, Irina Rozovsky, Guido Guidi, Gerry Johansson, 
Francesca Cirilli, Anne Golaz, Vittorio Mortarotti, Igor Ponti, Antoine Séguin, 
Gianantonio Battistella, Marco Zanta, Massimo Sordi and the many 
photographers who took part in the Verso Nord photography campaign, 
which was run by Guido Guidi and Gerry Johansson in the fall of 2019. 
From 10 to 12 September, at the end of the residency week, an artistic 
gathering organized by the Anagoor Collective will be held  
at the Villa Parco Bolasco. 

OMNE
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4-12 September 2021
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THE THEME OF THE RESIDENCY 
The purpose of this, the third artist residency, is to explore the concept 
of nature, starting from the observation of the Veneto landscape. 
Interpreting the many forms in which nature reveals itself,  
and the relationships that derive from it, through our perception of the 
environment that surrounds us: this opens reflection on the contemporary 
landscape, its potential but also its critical aspects.

The common man, who lives in the midst of those like him, sees in 
nature only that which regards him and rarely senses this mysterious, 
disturbing relationship. He discerns the surfaces of things made  
by him and other men over the course of centuries, and is inclined  
to believe that the Earth is interested in him because it is possible  
to cultivate a field, thin out a wood, and make a river navigable.
His eye, which is directed almost only towards men, looks at nature  
at the same time as at something obvious and perfect.
 
Rainer Maria Rilke

The residency has as its field of investigation an area of flat land around 
Castelfranco Veneto, Giorgione’s city of birth, and the neighbouring 
countryside all the way down towards Padua. Interest in a large part of 
the Po Valley comes from the presence – in this context – of two special 
places dedicated to nature, the Villa Parco Bolasco and the Padua 
Botanical Gardens, heritage of University of Padua.

Between these two places, which have been adopted as cultural and 
geographical reference points and as the limits of a geographic spread to 
be investigated by the artists, lies the centuriated land, evident testimony 
of Roman domination in ancient times. While based on strong human 
characters, the concept underlying the Roman system singled on  
a rational organization of land that established a precise balance between 
the cores where people lived and plots of agricultural land, all within  
a network of hydraulic systems and roads that defined the relationships 
between settlements and the open countryside. Today the balance 
between these elements seems to have been altered by the process  
of indiscriminate building.

In the last fifty years, economic policies have accelerated the 
occupation of rural areas and, bit by bit, have wiped out many of the 
characteristic features of the Venetian plain. The rapid transformation 
of the land has generated the image of a homogeneous, fragmented 
landscape characterized by urbanized areas that are granted preference, 
indifferently, to the natural areas confined within limited, protected zones.
Today, the processes of urban spread do not seem to be coming to a 
halt and for this reason our photography campaigns are an important 
tool not only for documenting the state of places but also for awakening 
public opinion to the need for restoring the environmental features of 
the landscape that originally celebrated the syntony between man and 
nature. The importance assumed by nature and environmental factors, 
whose features are still perceptible in the landscape of today, leads one 
to wonder about the immense diversity of forms in which nature takes 
shape, and about the endless forms of expression that she offers the 
gaze in an attempt to repossess the spaces created by man.
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POTENTIAL RESIDENCY CANDIDATES
The residency is intended for artists with proven experience  
in photography and/or multimedia arts.

Participation is free of charge, there are no age limits, no limits with 
regard to geographic origin, and admission is possible in accordance 
with the criteria set forth in the terms of participation and in the notice 
that can be downloaded on the website. Participants must be at least 
eighteen years of age when the residency starts.

RESIDENCY AWARD
The selection board will select three residents on the basis  
of the materials submitted with the application form.

Each resident will be granted financial support in the amount  
of 1000 euros after tax.

Depending on the number of applications and the quality of the 
projects submitted, the board reserves the right to grant two further 
residencies to artists wishing to take part in the programme,  
but without providing financial support.

RESIDENCY DURATION AND LOCATION
The residency will be held at the Villa Parco Bolasco, the University of 
Padua campus in Castelfranco Veneto, which will open its rooms and its 
park to the artists.

From 4 to 12 September 2021, the artists will have the opportunity  
to attend the encounters and activities scheduled by the group  
of instructors in this prestigious setting.

A detailed residency programme will be sent to the selected artists.
In compliance with the anti-Covid measures in force provided by 

the current Italian Decree-Laws, OMNE applies Regulatory protocol for 
contrast and containment of the covid-19 virus in event organization to 
guarantee the safety of its speakers, participants, staff and suppliers.

WHAT THE PARTICIPANTS WILL BE ASKED TO DO
Each artist will be led, on the basis of their own training and specific 
skills, to produce a personal project on the theme of Nature.

The artists will be called upon to criss-cross the described area of land 
in order to describe its potential, its critical nature and its unexpected 
relationships through their works, from composing a photographic 
sequence to designing maps, creating video footage, images in motion, 
with the possible use of sound, texts, etc.

The area of activity, where they create their personal, theme-centred 
paths, will include criss-crossing the land, overstepping boundaries,  
and stopping in strategic sites like Villa Parco Bolasco and the  
Botanical Gardens.

RESIDENCY PRODUCTS 
The works produced during the residency will be suitably selected by  
the curators, with the artists’ agreement, put on exhibition, and published 
in Volume 3 of the series OMNE/NATURE 2021–2022. 

The photographs and other materials that are produced will become 
part of the OMNE contemporary photography archive.

Responsibility for producing, exhibiting and publishing the works will 
be borne by the OMNE Organization.
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FOOD AND LODGING
The cost of food and lodging will be borne by the participants.

In addition to the detailed activity programme, the selected residency 
artists will be sent a list of approved food and lodging facilities.

PARTICIPATION PROCEDURE
To take part in the residency, applicants must complete the attached 
registration form and submit the required documents, which will be 
assessed by the selection board.

Participation is possible only subject to the prior approval of one’s 
application by the selection board.

The registration forms and attachments must be received no later than 
25 July 2021.

The selection board will select three participants for the 2021 artist 
residency on the basis of the works that arrive on time (the board also 
reserves the right to award two further residencies but with no financial 
support).

The selected artists will be notified by e-mail by 30 July 2021.

DOCUMENTATION REQUESTED
1.  Registration form, all sections duly completed, signed, including 
acceptance of the terms of the call;
2.  Resume (max. 1000 characters) with regard to personal artistic 
experience;
3.  Two recent artistic projects described by means of a selection  
of no more than fifteen pictures (or videos etc), each accompanied  
by a brief text (max. 1500 characters).

FORMAT OF MATERIALS TO BE SENT
The resume and the project-related texts must be sent in  
Microsoft Word (.doc) or Acrobat (.pdf) format. 

The picture files must be in jpeg, 72 dpi format with a maximum  
size of 1 MB per item and be tagged as follows:  
OMNECALL_SurnameName_01.jpg (in numerical sequence).

Video files must be in avi, mp4 or mov format with a maximum  
size of 30MB.

REGISTRATION AND SHIPPING MATERIALS
To take part in the residency it is necessary to send all the required 
documentation. 

The materials can be sent by e-mail alone, in a single zip file  
(.zip or .rar) tagged OMNECALL_Surname Name, to the following 
address: info@o-m-n-e.com

To send files larger than 10 MB, the documents can be sent using 
services like JumboMail, Wetransfer.com, etc. to the same address,  
viz. info@o-m-n-e.com.

DEADLINES AND TIMETABLES
● Application deadline: 25 July 2021
● Documentation must arrive by 25 JULY 2021 (mandatory deadline)
● Notification to selected artists: 30 JULY 2021
● The results of the selection of the three (plus two other possible) artists 
   in residency will be sent by e-mail to the parties concerned.
● Artist Residency: 4–12 SEPTEMBER 2021
The residency programme, which will take place at the Villa Parco Bolasco, 
University of Padua campus in Castelfranco Veneto, will be sent  
to the selected artists
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SELECTION BOARD
The following are the members of the selection board:
● Mark Steinmetz, photographer
● Irina Rozovsky, photographer
● Guido Guidi, photographer
● Maura Gallina, OMNE Committee,  
   Environmental Department, Municipality of Castelfranco Veneto
● Michele Cera, photographer, Puglia
● Stefania Rössl, OMNE Committee, 
   Department of Architecture, University of Bologna
● Massimo Sordi, OMNE Committee, 
   photographer, Department of Architecture, University of Bologna, 
   Environmental Office, Municipality of Castelfranco Veneto

The artist residency is managed by:
Stefania Rössl and Massimo Sordi

GUEST INSTRUCTORS
● Mark Steinmetz, photographer
● Irina Rozovsky, photographer
● Francesco Bergamo, Department of Project Culture, IUAV
● Attila Faravelli, musician
● Stefano Munarin, Department of Project Culture, IUAV
● Matteo Melchiorre, Director, Museo Casa Giorgione  
   and Town Library, Municipality of Castelfranco Veneto
● Piero Ramella, Anagoor
● Mariano Sartore, Department of Political Science,  
   Universityof Perugia
● Mauro Varotto, Department of Historical and Geographic Sciences  
   and the Ancient World, University of Padua

Technical coordination  
and secretariat
Environmental Office 
Municipality of Castelfranco Veneto

Project promoted and organized by 
Environmental Office 
Municipality of Castelfranco Veneto 
  
In collaboration with 
University of Padua 
USSL 2
University of Bologna
 
Graphic design
Damiano Fraccaro/Otium 
 
—

For information and contacts 
M   info@o-m-n-e.com
T    +39 392 1254104
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OMNE 3×8 — NATURE 
ARTISTS IN RESIDENCY 
 
Castelfranco Veneto 
4–12 September 2021

PERSONAL DATA

Name and Surname

Place and birth date

Adress and postal code

City – County

Telephone + E-mail

WORK DATA

Title of submitted projects / video

Date of project

Number of images and original image format

By signing this, also declares to have read and accept the rules of the event.

Name and Surname Place and date

Signature

The data indicated in this form  
will be used for any type of 
communication (publications,  
shows, etc.). It is therefore 
recommended maximum precision 
in filling.
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INFORMATION REGARDING REGISTRATION FORM
D.LGS. 196/03
According to Art. 13 of Legislative Decree 196/03 we inform you that your data are processed for  
the purpose of registration to Omne project. The data is mandatory in relation to enrollment at the lab.
Your data will be processed using manual, computer and / or telecommunications.
They will not be disclosed to third parties, but will be disseminated via the website and the  
social channels of the initiative the names of the authors with regard to photographs submitted  
for the contest. May be aware of your data data controllers, the responsible treatment in charge  
of the photography competition management and the Board of Examiners.
You can contact the “Privacy Service” at the data controller to check your data and add to,  
update or correct and / or to exercise any other rights under Art. 7 of Legislative Decree 196/03.

CONSENT TO THE PROCESSING OF DATA

The undersigned

Taken vision of the processing of data, and in accordance with art. 23 of Legislative Decree 196/03  
hereby consent for the dissemination, through the website and social channels of the initiative,  
of his name in relation to the photos sent by the ban.

Name and Surname Place and date

Signature


